
 

 
 

DF/23/11 
Devon Pension Board 
3 February 2023 
 

ADMINISTERING AUTHORITY DISCRETIONS 

Report of the Director of Finance and Public Value  

Please note that the following recommendations are subject to consideration and 
determination by the Committee before taking effect.  

 

1) Recommendation 

 
That the Board be asked to: 
 

(a) Review the proposed administering authority discretions and provide comments to 
the Investment and Pension Fund committee  

 
 

2) Introduction 

 
2.1 The Local Government Pension Scheme regulations give some responsibilities and 

discretions to Devon County Council as the fund Administering Authority in the 
administration of the scheme. 
 

2.2 The administering authority discretions were last reviewed in October 2014 following 
the introduction of new discretions following the implementation of the CARE scheme 
in April 2014. Following a review by officers, it is proposed to amend the current 
discretions as set out in this report. 
 
 

3) Discretions 
 
3.1 Annex A details all of the current discretions and notes any proposed changes. Since 

the discretions were last reviewed, councillors are no longer eligible to become or 
remain active members of the LGPS and therefore a total of five discretions will be 
deleted. 

 
3.2 The discretions numbered 1 – 29 remain exactly as the current discretions log, whilst 

discretions 30 – 39 are only minor wording changes and not deemed by officers to 
be a change in the underlying policy. 

 
3.3 Discretions 44-56 relate to the Administering Authority’s role in employer decisions 

where the employer no longer exists.  Wording has been updated to reflect the 
current leadership structure reporting to the Director of Finance and Public Value. 

 
 



 

 
 

3.4 Discretions 40 – 43 detail the proposed changes to the current policy. 

 Discretion 40 proposes to automatically reinstate a child’s pension from the 
date of re-entering full-time education/training rather than each case being 
reviewed by the Director of Finance and Public Value 

 Discretion 41 proposal reflects current good practice and recent banking 
requirements to have both the child and guardian named on the bank account 
used to pay pension benefits where the benefit is due to the child. 

 Discretion 42 proposes to automatically commute small pension benefits on 
retirement subject to taking into consideration the tax effects this may have on 
the member. 

 Discretion 43 proposes to only allow members to transfer in pension benefits 
where they are being transferred in from other public sector schemes. 
Transfers in from private sector pension schemes can risk the transfer value 
being insufficient to meet the potential liabilities when the pension comes into 
payment. 

 
 
 

4) Conclusion 

 
4.1 The Board is asked to review the proposed Administering Authority Discretions and 

provide any comments to the Investment and Pension Fund Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Angie Sinclair 
Director of Finance and Public Value 
 
Electoral Divisions: All  
 

Local Government Act 1972: List of background papers 

Nil 
 
Contact for enquiries: 
Name: Charlotte Thompson  
Telephone: 01392 381933 
Address: Room 180 County Hall 
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